2 Ea 


4 


A 
L E TT E R 


F R O M 


THE ABBE RAYNAL 
TO THE It 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF FRANCE, 


ON THE SUBJECT OF THE 
R EY O EL DU TEM 


AWD THE PHILOSOPHICAL PRINCLPLES WHICH 
LED TO IT. 


F Reprinted from a correct Copy of the original Letter read in 
the Aſſembly on the 31ſt of May, 1791; and now firſt 
publiſhed in England; with a faithful Tranſlation, and ſome 
prefatory Obſervaticas, by the Tranſlator of Rouſſeau's 
Social Contra, 


WITH THE ORIGINAL FRENCH. 


THE DECLARATION 


O F 


THE CHEVALIER BINTIN AVE, 


| ON THE RESIGNATION OF HIS COM MISSION AND 
" PENSION, 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR G. G. J. & J. ROBINSON, 
M, DCC, XCI» 


gt Sorts ES 


„ 


> 


| 
TE” Mons Se 


* 


9 


oy 


„ 


9 
WT - 


WS" 


W 
— — 


3 . 


4 2 
1 
# 
'F 
1 
3 
I 
& 
8 
a 


+ 
* 
WW 
E.. 
0 
„ 
2 
| | 
"= 
4 8 
1 
i 


— 


wo * PE. 0 


PREFACE. 


THE name and reputation of the 
Abbe Raynal have been long known 
to the world, and his works read 
with avidity. They have contri- 
buted, in no ſmall degree, to diſ- 
ſeminate thoſe philoſophical poli- 
tics which led to the revolution in 
France: and to them, in conjunc- 


tion with the other emanations of 
a 2 the 


* 
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1 
the Encyclopædian School, all the 
preſent romantic ſpeculations in 
government are attributable. 

As the great patriarch of the 
dogmas of this ſchool the Abbe 
muſt be perfectly acquainted with 
them ; conſequently their beſt in- 
terpreter ; and his authority the 
ſtrongeſt that can poſſibly be pro- 
duced to prove how far the French 
revolutioniſts have exceeded, in their 
extravagant ſcheme of reformation, 
even the wildeſt ideas of their theo- 


retical preceptors. 


Conſidering the Abbe Raynal in 


this 
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a. 

this point of view, his Letter, lately 
addreſſed to the National Aſſembly, 
and through them to the people of 
France, on the ſubje& of a revo- 
lation which attracts the attention 
of all Europe, muſt be an important 
body of evidence. The facts ſtated 
in it will appear doubly convincing 
when we reflect, that the writer 
muſt be ſuppoſed to feel a ſtrong 
partiality for the diſciples of doc- 
trines which he himſelf was one of 
the firſt to propagate ; and to come 
forward, not as a rigid, not as a 
willing witneſs, againſt men who 


a 3 profeſs 


Gu) 
profeſs to be followers of his prin- 


ciples. 

When theſe 3 in 
the cauſe of democracy firſt ſallied 
forth on their great adventure of 
reformation, the Abbe Raynal was 
* filled with hope and with joy, in 
anticipating the wonders they were 
to achieve. Shortly after, when he 
found them all, like ſo many Don 
Quixottes, venting their rage on 
things of the utmoſt utility ; ; tear- 
ing to pieces the great machine of 


* See the Abbe Raynal's Letter for the paſ- 
ſages given in italics throughout the preface. 


go- 


( ) 


government, as the Don endeavour- 


ed to deſtroy the windmill, under an 
idea, that it was a giant of preroga- 
tive; and hewing down multitudes 
of innocent, nay uſeful laws, as he 
ſlaughtered the flock of ſheep, 
A ſuppoſing them a hoſt of warriors 
[ armed againſt the liberties of man- 
kind, the Abbe became aſhamed of 
his diſciples; and, perhaps touch- 
ed with regret for the miſeries in 
which the French nation was in- 
volved by the followers, or, as he 
ſays, by the miſconceivers of his 


principles; finding religion, law, 


royal authority, and public order, 
a4 call 


( viii 


call upon philoſophy and reaſon to re- 
fore them to the great ſociety of the 
French nation, he is deeply concerned, 

and laments his being one of thoſe 
who had furniſhed arms to the hand 

* of hcentiwuſneſs. 

If, indeed, it has been by. the 
miſconception of the doctrines pro- 
mulgated by the Abbe-and his con- 
temporary philoſophers, that the 


decree-makers, for we cannot call 
them law-givers, of France, have 
drawn ſuch evils upon their coun- 
try; have reduced then! ſelves to ſuch 
a fituation, that abſolute dgſtruction 


can 


( ix ) 

can only be avoided by returning 
through the paths by which they 
have advanced it proves th dan- 
ger of broaching opinions, and diſ- 
ſeminating principles, which the 
multitude cannot underſtand; which 
by inflaming men's paſſions, en- 
couraging their natural love of no- 
velty, and giving a ſeeming ſanc- 
tion to the exerciſe of that factious 
diſcontented ſpirit which is ever 
prompt for innovation, they may- 
produce the greateſt poſſible evils, 
while they ſeek only to awaken in- 


quiry. If the repreſentatives of the 
people 


( i Y 


people: of France: have adhered to 
the principles of their political apo- 
ſtles, and the anarchy which now 
threatens deſtruction to the ſtate; 


is a conſequence: of that adherence, 
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it proves the danger,. the almoſt 
certain ruin, a people muſt incur, 
by chuſing repreſentatives whoſe 
light minds are captivated by every 
Ms a Mw 22s 
judgment to diſtinguiſh: between a 
wild ſpeculative theory, and a prac- 
tical ſyſtem of government. 
The Abbe Raynal is not the 
only perſon of. diſtinguiſhed cha- 
rater 


( xi. ) 


rater who has publiſhed to the: 
world his ſentiments of the: French 
reyolutioniſts. The Chevalier de 
la Bintinaye, in his Declaration, 
on reſigning his penſion, ſpeaks of 
them with all the generous: indig- 
nation of a brave ſoldier, who feels 
for the diſtreſſes of his king and his 
country. The gallantry of M. de 
la Bintinaye in the engagement be- 
tween the Serveillante frigate and the 
Quebec, in one of the moſt bloody 
actions of the laſt war, won him 
the eſteem of many of his generous 


enemies in the Britiſh fleet; and he 
before 


( «xt ) 
before poſſeſſed that of the whole 
French navy. .T he brave Captain 
Farmer unfortunately fell in the 
action, and M. Bintinaye loſt an 
arm, taken off at the ſhoulder; the 
wound of which he ſpeaks ſo lightly 
in his Declaration. 

There is another perſon, M. 


Neckar, whoſe evidence muſt carry 


with it great authority, who, by his 


conduct, though hitherto not by his 
pen, arraigns in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner the proceedings of the French 
National Aſſembly. 

| Attached 


( 8 }5 
Attached to thoſe principles, of 
which the Abbe Raynal was one 


of the earlieſt dogmatiſts, Mr. 
Neckar had the honour of being 


called, in the gay morning of the 
revolution, under the auſpices of 
its mighty achievers, to reſume the 
direction of the finances of France: 
but he ſoon perceived the inſuf- 
ficiency of philoſophy to ſupply the 
place of laws and taxation: and the 
tumultuous exceſſes of the people, 
emancipated from all law; and the 
deplorable ſtate of the treaſury, from 
the abolition of its natural reſources; 


—a ſtate 


. 


Cr) 


—a tate rendered ſtill more deſperate 
by the conſequent failure of public 
credit, ſoon drove him from a coun- 
try which he and his brother phi- 
loſophs had hailed but a few months 


before as the New Jeruſalem of 


Liberty. | 
Diſappointed, chagrined, Mr. 
Neckar fled, ſome believe to avoid 


the lamp-iron, that inſtrument al- 


ways ſo conveniently ready at hand 


to execute the ſummary juſtice of 
the philoſophical mob of Paris; 
and, taking refuge in his native 
mountains of Swiſſerland, became 

the 


30:87 


the prey of that gloomy deſpondence 
which ſo often avaits the overthrow 
of chimerical projects. 

An elegant and juſtly celebrated 
writer of our own country, who, a 
ſhort time fince viſited Mr. Neckar 
at his retreat near Luiſanne, found 
him thoughtful, dejected, the vic- 
tim of melancholy which nothing 
could divert. Our accompliſhed 
countryman, feeling for the depreſ- 
fion of his hoſt, urged: him to diſ- 
ſipate his thoughts by reading, 
writing, gardening, building, or-any 
other of thoſe employments which 


occupy 


was, * Je ne fſcais penſer qu'au 


kar at the event of a revolution, 


( vi ') 
occupy the rural leiſure of elegant 


minds : but Mr. Neckar was not 


to be rouſed ; he could not be di- 
verted from the ſubject which ab- 
ſorbed his attention; and when ſo- 


licited to ſeek amuſements, his reply 


* "coup de vent qui nous a tous 


cc proſterne 9 


The deep affliction of Mr. Nec- 


from which he and many other 


well- meaning weak theoriſts, be- 


* « can think only of the hurricane 


that has laid us proſtrate.” 
| | wildered 


= 


( xvii ) 


wildered in the dreams of ſpecu- 
lative philoſophy, entertained ſuch 
golden hopes, is one of the ſtrongeſt 
poſſible proofs of the regret which 
now attends all thoſe .who, under 
an idea, that it would promote the 
happineſs of the French nation, 
favoured that extravagant ſcheme. 
They ſee, with horror, the ſituation 
of the country, and they accuſe 
themſelves as the authors of its 
diſtreſſes. 

The chagrin in which Mr. Nec- 
kar is now plun ged, and which is 
here ſpoken of from undoubted 

b autho- 


( xvili ) 


authority, cannot be attributed to 
the regrets of diſappointed ambi- 
tion. Before the revolution took 
place, Mr. Neckar had been Mi- 
niſter of the French finances; had 
been diſmiſſed and had retired- to 
his preſent retreat, with a mind 
unclouded by melancholy, and a 
heart uncorroded by remorſe. He 
could then find pleaſure in con- 
verſation, in reading ; and it was in 
the interval between his diſmiſſion 
by the King, and his recal by the 
triumphant revolutioniſts, that he 
wrote his Obſervations on the Im- 
portance 


(xx) 


portance of Religious Opinions, 
and his Treatiſe on the Finances of 
France. So different was the ſtate 
of mind enjoyed by this gentleman, 
before and ſince the revolution. 
But to return to the Abbe Ray- 


nal's Letter. 

The opinion he expreſſes to the 
National Aſſembly, of the clubs 
now ſubſiſting in France, deſerves 
the particular attention of this coun- 
try. To the machinations of theſe 
ſelf-created bodies, which he com- 
pares to volcanos vomiting forth 
flaming lava, the Abbe attributes 

ba. much 


(= ) 
much of that anarchy which now 
threatens the final overthrow of 


France; and it is worthy of ob- 
ſervation, that Rouſſeau, corrobo- 
rating his opinion by that of Ma- 
chieval, ſpeaks of ſuch partial aſ- 
ſemblies with the ſame diſappro- 
bation, in his celebrated work of 
the Social Contract: a work which, 
though generally looked upon as 
the facred ſcripture of the French 
revolutioniſts, has ſhared the fate 
of all the other philoſophical tracts 
which they have thought proper to 
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theories 


C 


theories adopted, and no regard paid 
to thoſe ſound obſervations which 


muſt convince cool-minded men, 
that if there are ſuch abuſes as call 
for a reform, the means of effecting 
it is not by overturning govern- 
ment, and fubſtituting anarchy and 
popular tyranny in its place, 

In another of | Rouſſeau's works, 
his Conſiderations on the Govern- 
ment of Poland, written ſeveral 
years after the Social Contract, 
when the author's judgment was 
more mature, and his opinions more 
ſettled; and which was intended as 
b 3 the 


1 (xi 
| the ſketch of a practical, as the 
| former was of a merely ſpeculative, 


ſyſtem, he ſhews himſelf an enemy 


to all violent reformations ; for, ad- 
| drefling Count Wielhorſki, he ſays, 
| * « I do not ſay, that it is proper 
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1 ce to leave things in their preſent 


« ſtate; but I ſay, they muſt be 


* cc Tenedis pas qu'il faille laiſſer les choſes 
« dans Fetat on elles ſont ; mais je dis, qu'il 
& n'y faut toucher qu” avec une circonſpec- 
cc tion extreme. En ce moment, on eſt plus 
cc frappe des abus que des avantages. Le 
ec tems viendra, je le crains, qu'on ſentira 
«© mieux ces avantages, et malheureuſement 
te ce ſera quand on les aura perdus.“ 


„ touched 


( xx ) 


touched with extreme circum- 
« ſpection. You are at this mo- 
ment more ſtruck with the abuſes' 
6 than the advantages of your go- 
« yernment : the time will come, 
« I am afraid, when theſe advan- 
* tages will be better known; but 
„ unhappily it will be when they 
« are loſt,” 

This paſſage carries the greater 
force with it, when we conſider, 
that Rouſſeau ſpeaks with reference 
to the government of Poland, of 
which he has juſt before faid: 

b 4 “In 
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1 Cn 
| * In reading the hiſtory of the 
| | «« government of Poland, we can 
* ſcarcely comprehend how a ſtate, 

| [| * ſo ſtrangely conſtructed, could 


| « ſubſiſt ſo long. A vaſt body, 
1 ** formed of a great number of dead 
5 75 members, and a ſmall number of 


rr 
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* Fn lifant Vhiſtoire du governement 
te de Pologne, on a peine a comprendre com- 
cc ment un etat, fi biſarrement conſtitue, a 
ce pu ſubſiſter fi long-tems. Un grand corps, 
- © forme d'un grand nombre de membres, 
« mort, et d'un petit nombre de membres 
« d ſunis, dont tous les mouvemens, pre ſ- 
„ quindependans les uns des autres, loin 
d'avoir une fin commune, 8 entre detriſent 
mutuellement, qui s agite beaucoup pour 
ne rien faire, qui ne peut faire aucune ré- 
6 ſiſtance, a quiconque veut l'entamer, &c.“ 


60 diſ- 
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diſunitedones; whoſe movements, 
« almoſt wholly independent of 
< each other, are ſo far from having 
<//one common end, that they mu- 
i tually deſtroy each other's de- 
ſigns : which are continually agl- 
< tated, and perform nothing: which 
% can make no "reſiſtance . againſt 
4. thoſe ho may one them, 
« Kc 

Such is the opinion which Rouſs 
feau avows reſpecting innovations 
nor is it here lightly expreſſed; but 
given ſerioufly ta Count Wielhorſki, 
Denar ET TT 7 
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ho had requeſted his advice in the 


regenerating of Poland. 

There is another paſſage in the 
ſame work, which deſerves to be 
noticed. One would almoſt ſup- 
poſe from it, that the author poſ- 
ſeſſed the power of looking into 
futurity, and had his eyes fixt 
on the people of France, as they 
now appear, when he wrote it ; for 
the horrid, but too faithful portrait 
of that nation, drawn by the Abbe 
Raynal, in his Letter to the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, where he repreſents 


under 


Licentiouſneſs marching in triumph 
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under the enfigns of liberty, preſents 


to our view the very people who, 
drawn together by a ſpirit of faction, 


enſlaved by their paſſions, and in 
the act of exerciſing the moſt un- 
limited, the moſt tyrannical deſpo- 
tiſm, pretend to ſeek the eſta- 
bliſhment of that liberty of which 
they have no idea, * « Liberty,” 


ſays 


* « La liberts eſt un aliment de bon ſuc, 


© mais de forte digeſtion; il faut des ſtomacs 
bien ſains pour le ſupporter, Je ris de ces 
„ peuples avilis qui, ſe laifſant ameuter par 
66 des liguers, oſent parler de liberte ſans 


«6 meme 
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ſays the author of the Social Con- 
tract, addreſſing himſelf to Count 
' Wielhorſki, © ir wholeſome and ſub- 
ftantial food, but hard of digeſtion ; 
and it requires very healthy ſtomachs 


te meme en avoir l' idée, et le cœur plein de 
c tous les vices des eſclaves, s' imaginent que, 
& pour Etre libre, il ſuffit d'etre des mutins. 
1 Fiere et fainte Liberte ! fi ces pauvres gens 
4% pouvoient, te connoitre; s'ils ſavoient 
« a quel prix on tacquiere et te conſerve ; 
& gils ſentoient combien tes loix ſont plus 
« auſteres que n'eſt dur le joug des tyrans ; 
& leurs foibles ames, eſclaves des paſſions 
dc qu'il faudroit Etouffer, te craindroient 
plus cent fois que la ſervitude ; ils te 
ec fuiroient” avec effroi, comme un fardeau 
4 pret à les écraſer!ꝰ 


70 


( XXIX ) 


to bear it. I laugh at thoſe corrupt 
people, who, ſuffering themſelves to 
be bound together by faction, dare to 
talk of liberty, without having any 
idea of it ; who, with hearts abound-= 


ing in all the vices of ſlavery, imagine 
that to be licentious is to be free. Au- 
guſt and ſacred Liberty ! if theſe poor 
people could but underſtand thee : if 
they could know at what a price they 
muſt purchaſe and preſerve thee ; if 
they could be ſenſible how much more 
auſtere thy laws are found, than the 
yoke of the harſheſt tyrants, their weak 


minds, 


C. 


minds, enſlaved by paſſions which they 
are obliged to ftifie, would fear thee a 
bundred times more than ſervitude ; 
they would fly thee with terror, as 4 
_ burden, under which they muſt be 


ernſhed !”* 


A 


LE TT 


ABB E RAVYTNA I. 
TO THE 


NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF FRANCE. 
GENTLEMEN, 
RETURNED to this capital, 
after a long abſence, with my 
heart and my attention attached to 
you; and you would now ſee me at 
the feet of your auguſt aſſembly, if 
my age and infirmities would permit 
me ; if I could ſpeak to you without 


being too much affected by the great 
B things 


| (2 ] 


things which you have achieved, 


: and thoſe which ſtill remain for you 


to achieve, before you can eſtabliſh, 
in this agitated country, the peace, 
the liberty, and the happineſs, which 
you hope to procure for us. 

Do not imagine, Gentlemen, that 
I am one of thoſe who are inſenſible 
to the indefatigable zeal, the talents, 
the knowledge, and the courage 
which you have diſplayed in the 
eourſe of your immenſe labours : but 


a ſufficient number of pens have been 


already employed on this ſubject, 
and your title to the eſteem of the 
nation has been ſufficiently impreſſed 


upon men's minds. As for me, whe- 
ther I am conſidered in the light of 
a citizen uſing a citizen's right of 


petitioning, or whether, giving free 


FE 


ſcope to my gratitude, you will per- 
mit an old friend of liberty to make 
the return due to you for the protec+ 
tion with which he has been hos 
noured, I entreat you not to reject 
important truths, I had the fortis 
tude long ago to talk to kings of 
their duty; allow me now to talk to 
the people of their errors; and to 
the people's repreſentatives of the 
danger with which all are threats 
ened. | 
I am deeply concerned, and I avow 
my concern to you, at the diſorders 
and the crimes which have ſpread 
affliction over this empire. Alas ! 
is it then poſſible that I muſt reflect 
with horror upon my having been 
one of thoſe who, by ſhewing a ge» 
nerous indignation againſt arbitrary 
* B 2 power, 


#381] 


power, have perhaps furniſhed arms 
to the hand of licentiouſneſs ? and 
ſhall religion, law, royal authority, 
and public order, call upon philoſo- 
phy and reaſon to reſtore the bonds 
which united them to the great ſociety 
of the French nation—as if our ef- 
forts to reform abuſes, and reftore 
the rights of the people, and the 
duty of the prince, had broken theſe 
bonds of union? No, they were 
never broken by us : we never held 


up the bold conceptions of philoſo- 


phy as rigorous rules to direct the 
acts of the legiſlature; neither can you 
attribute to any error on our part, 
what has reſulted from a falſe inter- 
pretation of our principles. And 
yet, ready as I now am to deſcend 
into the darkneſs of the tomb, and 
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to quit this immenſe family, whoſe 


welfare I have ſo ardently deſired, 
with what do I ſee myſelf ſurrounded? 
With religious troubles, civil diſſen- 
ſions ; contention in ſome, audacity 
and fury in others; a government 
enſlaved by popular tyranny; the 


ſanctuary of the law environed by 


turbulent men, who now diQate to, 


and now brave, legiſlation ſoldiers 


without diſcipline ; chiefs without 


authority; miniſters without means; 


a king, the firſt friend of his people, 
plunged j into the bitterneſs of anguiſh; 

outraged, menaced, ftript of all au- 
thority ; and the public power exiſt- 


ing only in clubs, where coarſe and 


——— 


ignorant men preſume to decide on 
all political queſtions. 


- Such, Gentlemen, be aſſured of it, 
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fach is the true ſituation of France; 
and I am perhaps the only man who 
would dare to tell you the unwelcome 
truth : but I dare, becauſe I feel it to 
be my duty; becauſe I verge upon 
my eightieth year ; becauſe I ſhall 
Never be acculed of regretting the an- 
cient ſyſtem ; becauſe the ſighs I 
breathe for the deſolation of the Gal» 
lic church, will never be ſuppoſed to 
come from the heart of a fanatical 
prieſt; becauſe, while I regard the 
re-eſtabliſhment of legal authority as 
our only means of ſalvation, I ſhall 
never be thought the partizan of deſ- 
potiſm—never be thought to crouch 
and expect favours from it ; and be- 
cauſe, when I arraign before you thoſe 
writers who have ſet the kingdom in 
a flame, and perverted the minds of 

3 c the 


. 
people, I ſhall never be accuſed as 
not knowing the value of the liberty 
of the preſs. 

Alas! I was full of hope and joy 
when I beheld you laying the foun- 
dation of public felicity, purſuing all 
abuſes—proclaiming all our richts 
and ſubjeQing to the ſame laws, to 
one uniform ſyſtem, all the different 
parts of this empire. My eyes were 
filled with tears when I perceived the 
vileſt and moſt profligate men em- 
ployed as inſtruments of an expe- 
dient revolution ; when I ſaw the 
holy affection of patriotiſm proſti- 
tuted to iniquity, and Licentiouſneſs 
marching in triumph under the en- 
ſigns of liberty. Terror was mingled 
with my juſt concern, when I found 
all the ſprings which conſtitute the 

B 4 grand 
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grand machine of government broken 
and ſhivered ; and impotent barriers 
ſubſtituted for the neceſſity of an 

active and reſtraining force. 
Every where have I ſought for the 
traces of that central authority which 
a great nation depoſits in the hands 
of the monarch for its own ſecurity ; 
but no where is any part of that au- 
thority to be found. I have ſought for 
the principles that prote all kinds of 
property, and I have ſeen no ſhadow 
of them any where. I have ſought 
to diſcover under what habit repoſes 
perſonal ſecurity, the liberty of the 
individual; I have only ſeen the 
ſtill increaſing audacity of the mul- 
titude, expecting, demanding the 
ſignal of deſtruction, which the fac- 
tious are ready to give; and the 
lovers 
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lovers of innovation, no leſs dan- 
gerous than the factious. 

I have attended, Gentlemen, to 
thoſe inſidious voices which inſpire 
falſe apprehenſions in order to draw 
your attention from real danger; and 
whoſe endeavour 1s, by inſtilling the 
moſt fatal ſuſpicions, to make you 
pull down, one after another, every 
| Pillar of monarchical government. 

Above all I have trembled when, 
obſerving in their regenerated life 
this people that defire to be free, I 
have ſeen them not only diſregard 
the ſocial virtues, humanity and juſ- 
tice, the only baſis of true liberty, 
but even receive with avidity new 
buds of corruption, and ſuffer new 
cauſes of ſlavery to ſpring up around 
them, 


Oh, 
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- Oh, Gentlemen, what concern dol 
feel at ſeeing in the midſt of the capi- 
tal, in the very focal point of all 
knowledge, a ſeduced people receiv- 
ing the moſt criminal propoſals with 
ferocious joy ; ſmiling at accounts of 
aſſaſſination; ſinging ſongs of tri- 
umph for their crimes as for ſo many 
victories; ſtupidly provoking ene- 
mies to the revolution; ſullying it by 
their complaiſance ; ſhutting their 
eyes to all the evils with which it is 
replete. For they know not, unhap- 
py people! they know not that in 
one ſingle crime lie hidden the ſeeds 
of infinite calamities ; they laugh and 
dance over the ruins of their own 
morality, on the very brink of the 
abyſs in which their hopes may 
ſoon be ſwallowed up, Such a ſpec- 
tacle 


* 
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tacle of joy excites my deepeſt emo» 
tion, 

Your indifference, Gentlemen, to 
this horrid perverſion of the public 
mind, is the firſt, perhaps the only, 
cauſe of that change of ſentiments 
which has taken place with reſpect to 
you ; and which has made the pure 
homage paid to your firſt labours give 
way to the adulations of corruption, 
and to murmurs ſtifled only by fear. 

But with whatever fortitude the 
approach of my laſt hour may inſpire 
me; whatever duty may be impoſed 
upon me by that love of liberty 
which I avowed before you exiſted ; 
I ſtill experience, while addreſſing 
you, a degree of reſpect, a kind of 
awe, of which no man can divelt 
| himſelf when holding an immediate 
inter- 
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intercourſe with the repreſentatives 
of a great people. 

Ought I to conclude here ? or ſhall 

1 proceed, and ſpeak to you as poſte- 
rity will ſpeak of you? Yes, Gen- 
tlemen, I believe you worthy of being 
addreſſed in ſuch a ſtyle. 

I have meditated all my life on 
thoſe ideas which you adopted in the 
regeneration of the kingdom. I re- 
flected upon them at a time when, 
oppoſed by all the ſocial inſtitutions, 
by all the intereſts, and by all the 
prejudices of my country, my ſyf- 
tem appeared ta me under the ſeduc- 
ing form of a harbour where alone 
I could find conſolation, I was not 
then called upon by any motive to 
weigh the difficulty of reducing it 
to practice; or the dreadful incon- 

veniencies 
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veniencies attached to ſuch abſtrac- 
tions, when inveſted with that power 
neceſſary to command both men and 
things ; and when the paſſions of 
men, and the reſiſtance of things, 
are the elements which 1 it is neceſſary. 
to combine. 

| Thoſe conſequences which it was 
neither neceſſary or poſſible that I 
ſhould foreſee, underthecircumſtances 
and at the time in which I wrete, the 
circumſtances and the time in which 
you afed commanded you to con- 
ſider and provide for; and this I 
think it my duty to ſay you have not 
ſufficiently done. 

By this ſingle but continual fault, 
you have vitiated all your labours ; 
and have reduced yourſelves to ſuch 
a ſituation, that inevitable ruin can 
7 perhaps 


® = 
perhaps only be prevented by re- 
turning through the ſame. paths by 
which you have advanced, or at leaſt 
by adviſing ſuch a retrograde courſe 
to your ſucceſſors, 

Are you afraid, Gentlemen, of 
drawing upon yourſelves alone all 
that hate which is now directed 
againſt the altar of liberty? Such an 
heroic ſacrifice, believe me, would 
not be leſs grateful to your minds, 
from the recollection that it might 
have been avoided. 

How exalted are thoſe men, who, 
leaving their country to enjoy all the 
good they can procure it, take and 
aſſert to themſelves alone the re- 
proaches merited for real ſerious evils, 
but for which evils they have only 


circumſtances to accuſe | I believe 
you 
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you worthy, Gentlemen, of this ho- 
nourable fate; and the belief that 


you are ſo, induces me without re- 
ſerve to bring before you in review, 
the defects which you have mixed in 
the French conſtitution. 

Called upon to be the regenerators 
of France, you ſhould have conſi- 
dered what parts of the ancient ſyſtem 
could be uſefully preſerved; and more 
particularly what parts ought on no 
terms to be abandoned. 

France was a monarchy. Its ex- 
tent, its wants, its manners, and its 
national ſpirit, were ſo many invin- 
cible obſtacles which muſt for ever 


prevent the admiſſion of the repub- 
lican form of government, without a 

total diſſolution of the ſtate. 
The monarchical power was bes 
come 


e 
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come vitiated from two cauſes : the 


one was, its baſis being ſurrounded 
with prejudices; and the other, its 
limits being only marked by partial 
reſiſtance. 

To purify the ddl of this 
power by eſtabliſhing the throne on 
its proper foundation, the ſovereignty 
of the people ; and to fix the bounds 
of its authority, by placing them in 
the national repreſentation ; was the 
taſk you had to perform; and you 
believe that you have accompliſhed 
it. 

The energy and the continuance 
of the conſtitution depend on the 
equilibrium of theſe two powers; in 
the organization of them, you ſhould 
have guarded againſt the bent of po- 
pular opinions; you ought not to 

have 


Lol 
have been influenced by the prevail. 
ing opinion, that the power of the 
Monarch ſhould be repreſſed, and 
the rights of the people extended. 
By weakening, in a diſproportionate 
degree, that which tends to annihi- 
lation; and ſtrengthening, beyond 
due meaſure, that which will natu- 
rally increaſe, you muſt expe& to 
experience the dreadful reſult of 4 
king without authority, and a people 
without a curb. 

In ſuffering yourſelves to. be led 
aſtray, by wild opinions, you have 
favoured the influence of the popu- 
lace, and multiplied, to infinitude, 
the number of popular elections. 
Have you forgot, Gentlemen, that 


the frequency of elections and 
C the 
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the ſhort continuance of power 
in the hands of the fame men, muſt 
relax the ſprings of government ? 
Have you forgot that the force of 
government ought to be in propor- 
tion to the number of thoſe whom 
it has to quiet and protect ? 
You have preſerved the name of 
king: but, in the conſtitution you 
have framed, a king is not only uſe- 
leſs, but dangerous; for you have 
reduced his influence to the ſhare he 
can obtain by corruption. You 
have, as it were, invited him to con- 
tend with a conſtitution, which con- 
tinually reminds him of what he is 
not and of what he may be. 

'This, Gentlemen, is a vice inhe- 
rent in your conſtitution : a vice 


which 


* 
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which muſt ſpeedily deſtroy the 
whole ſyſtem, if you and your ſuc- 


ceſſors do not haſten to extirpate 
it. 


I ſhall not ſay any thing to you 
concerning thoſe faults in the new 
eſtabliſhment, which may reſult from 
accidental circumſtances ; you muſt 
yourſelves diſcover them. But why 
will you ſuffer an evil to exiſt which 
may deſtroy you? Why, after pro- 
claiming univerſal liberty of con- 
ſcience, will you permit the prieſts to 
be overwhelmed with perſecutions, 
becauſe they will not obey your re- 
ligious opinions ? 

How can you allow, after conſe- 
crating the principles of perſonal li- 
berty, an inquiſition to exiſt within 
your boſom, which ſerves as a model 
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and a pretext for all the inferior in- 
quiſitions, which a factious inquie- 


tude has diſſeminated through every 


part of the empire ? 
How can you remain unalarmed 


at the audacity and the ſucceſs of 


thoſe writers who profane the name 
of patriotiſm; who, more power- 
ful than your own decrees, deſtroy 
continually what you have erected ? 
You are deſirous of having a mo- 
narchical government ; theſe writers 
are unremittedly employed in ren- 
dering it odious : you ſeek to eſta- 
bliſh the liberty of the people ; they 
aim at making them the moſt fero- 
cious tyrants ; you endeavour to re- 
generate public manners; they pro- 
claim the triumph of vice, and im- 


punity to the blackeſt offences. 
+ an 
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J ſhall not ſay any thing, Gen- 


tlemen, concerning your plan of 
finance ; God forbid that I ſhould 


augment the inquietudes, or diminiſh 
the hopes of the nation : the public 
fortune is entirely in your hands; 
but be aſſured that there will be nei- 
ther taxes, credit, certain receipts, 
or a fixed expenditure, where the 
government is not powerful or re- 
ſpectable. 

But what form of government 
could bear up againſt the new domi- 
nation of clubs? Vou have deſtroy- 
ed all the corporations; and theſe 
moſt coloſſean and moſt formidable 
of all aggregations are towering above 
your heads, and deſtroying all * 
but their own. 
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All France is, at this time, di- 
vided into two claſſes. The good 
men, the men of moderation, are 
diſperſed, mute, petrified with con- 
ſternation ; while men of violent 
ſpirits ruſh into cloſe contact, elec- 
trify each other, and form thoſe 
tremendous volcanos which vomit 
ſo much flaming lava. 

You have made a declaration of 
rights; and that declaration, defective 
if you meant to reconcile it with 
metaphyſical abſtractions, has dif- 
fuſed the ſeeds of anarchy through- 
out the French empire. 

Heſitating perpetually between 
the principles, which a falſe ſhame 
will not allow you to modify, and 
the circumſtances which force ex- 

cep tions 


[ 23 ] 


ceptions from you, you always do 
too little for public utility, and too 
much according to your own doc- 
trine. You are frequently incon- 
ſequential and impolitic, when you 
endeavour moſt to be neither the 
one or the other. Thus, though 
you have perpetuated the ſlavery of 
the blacks, your deciſion, reſpecting 
the people of colour , has given an 
alarm to commerce, and endangered 
your colonies. 

Believe it, Gentlemen, none of 
theſe obſervations eſcape the friends 
of liberty. They demand back 
from you the depoſit of the public 
opinion, of which you are only 


* The French ſtyle all mullattos, &c. 
people of colour, 
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the organs; organs that have no 
longer their true character. 

Europe regards you with aſtoniſh- 
ment. Europe, which may be ſhak- 
en to its foundations, by the propa- 
gation of your principles, is indig- 
nant at their extravagance. The 
filence of her princes may be the ſi- 
lence of fear ; but aſpire not, Gen- 
tlemen, at the fatal honour of render- 
ing yourſelves formidable, by immo- 
derate innovations, as dangerous to 
you as to your neighbours. Conſult 
once more the annals of the world : 
call to your aſſiſtance the wiſdom of 
former ages, and ſee how many em- 
pires have periſhed by anarchy : it 
is time to put an end to that anarchy 
which 1s deſolating our country : to 

ſtop 
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ſtop the career of vengeance, ſedi- 
tions, and inſurrections; and to re- 
ſtore us to peace and confidence. 

Vou have but one way of attain- 
ing this ſalutary end: reviſe your de- 
crees; reunite, and by that means, 
reſtore the powers enfeebled by diſ- 
junction; confide to the king all the 
force, neceſſary for enſuring the 
power of the laws; and above all, 
protect the liberty of the primary 
aſſemblies, from whence faction has 
driven all wiſe and virtuous citi- 
zens. 

Do not imagine, Gentlemen, that 
the re-eſtabliſhment of the executive 
power can be the work of your ſuc- 
ceſſors: no, they will come to the 
aſſembly, with leſs ſtrength than 


you poſſeſs; and they will have to 
ſubdue 
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| ſubdue that popular opinion, which 
you have eſtabliſhed. It is therefore 
you, Gentlemen, who muſt re-create 
what you have yourſelves deſtroyed ; 
or ſuffered others to deſtroy. 

You have eſtabliſhed the baſis of 
liberty, as it is eſtabliſhed in every 
rational conſtitution, by enſuring to 
the people the right of making laws, 
and of levying taxes ; but anarchy 
will foon overwhelm theſe eminent 
rights, if you do not place them un- 
der the protection of an active and 
vigorous government; and deſpotiſm 
awaits us, if you renounce for ever the 
tutelar protection of royal authority. 

I have collected all my ſtrength, 
Gentlemen, to ſpeak to you in the 
auſtere language of truth. Pardon, 


LJ) 


as the effect of my zeal and my pa- 
triotiſm, whatever may appear too 
free in my remonſtrances; and be 
aſſured of my ardent wiſhes for your 
glory, as well as of my profound 
reſpect &. 


(Signed) 


WILLIAM THoMaAs RAYNAL. 


* This letter was read in the National 
Aſſembly, on the 31ſt of May, 1791, while 
its author, four-ſcore years old, was ſtand- 
ing at the Bar of the Aſſembly, fearleſs of 
the vengeance it might draw upon him, 
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DECLARATION 


4 
OF THE 


CHEVALIER DR LA BINTINAYE, 


AM informed, that I am the ob- 
ject of calumny: I muſt repel 
it, For that purpoſe, I ſhall ex- 
plain my conduct, and the ſentiments 
which dictated that conduct. 
I underſtand that, after receiving 
a letter which I wrote him, Mon- 


ſieur ve FLEURIEU ſpoke of me in 
the 


1 
the aſſembly at the Manege *, and 
that it was ſet forth, in ſome miſer- 


able prints, that at the moment I 


declared J would never more return 
to France, I was ſoliciting a penſion. 
Both theſe aſſertions are untrue : I 
have not declared that I would never 


return to France; I have not defired 


a penſion. 
The outrages of the 6th of Octo- 


— 


ber having rendered the flagitious 


wretches, who had occaſioned them, 
maſters of France, I diſdained to be 
dependent on them, and demanded 
leave, of the commandant at Breſt, 


to reſign my commiſſion. The 


commandant afterwards informed me, 


*The hall where the National Aſſembly 
now fit, was before they took poſſeſſion of 
it, the King's manege or riding-houſe. 


that 


1 


that he had imparted my demand to 
the miniſter, and requeſted him to 
obtain for me from the king, thoſe 
favours which my rank and ſituation 
allowed me to accept. The exami- 
nation of my demand, and the ob- 
ſervations of the commandant, were 
ſent in the month of March, 1790. 

In April following, determined by 
reflections occaſioned by the new 
events which had taken place ſince 
the month of October, I ſent my 
plain and fimple reſignation to Mon- 
fieur DE LA LUZERNE, and quitted 
France. 

When Monſieur DE FLEURIEU 
was appointed miniſter of the marine 
department, I wrote to inform him 
that my name ought to have been 


ſtruck off the marine liſt, and that 
1 


1 
if it appeared there, it could only be 
through miſtake. I declared to him 
that I renounced my penſion; being 
reſolved not to return at that time to 
France; or ſubject myſelf to thoſe 
forms, at the expence of which only 
the public treaſury is now unlocked. 
Thoſe who believe that the reign of 
anarchy will never end, might deem 
this a declaration that I never would 
return; but I muſt here proclaim 
that I am too much attached to my 
country, whoſe misfortunes I bewail, 
and for which I have made ſome ſa- 
crifices, not to haſten my return as 
ſoon as an honeſt man can there ſhew 
himſelf faithful to his God, to his 
king, and to thoſe laws which are 
not crimes reduced into principle 


and ſyſtem. 


This 


. 

This penſion, which I am no lon- 
ver diſpoſed to hold, was granted me 
in the year 1779, after my being 
wounded in the Surveillante*, where 
T was ſecond in command to Mon- 
fieur du CouetDIE. I need not re- 
late the circumſtance ; if France has 
forgot it, it is remembered elſewhere; 
and that remembrance would excite 
aſtoniſhment if I were to degrade 
myſelf to preſerve a pecuniary pro- 
viſion. 

The eclat of the engagement, and 
my wound, procured me an extraor- 
dinary promotion ; and I obtained, 
in 1786, the rank of major of a ſhip 


hs. this engagement between the Sur- 
veillante Frigate, and the Quebec, Captain 
Farmer, of the Quebec, was killed ; and 
M. Bintinaye loſt an arm, from the ſhoulder. 
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in conſequence ; for I cannot attri- 


bute to any other cauſe the favour 


which I experienced in preference to 
my comrades, whoſe example excited 
my emulation, and whoſe eſteem 1s 
my molt precious reward. 

I muſt here take the liberty to ob- 
ſerve that Mr. Roberts, who was 


ſecond in command to our brave 


and unfortunate adverſary, has been 
captain of a ſhip ever ſince the year 
1782, while I did not obtain the 
fame honour in France till ſix years 
after : ſuch is the difference of pro- 
motion in the French and Engliſh 
navy. But honour, the true prize 
of the French nobleſſe, moderates 
military ambition as much as it ani- 
mates military zeal. The Engliſh 
government have no leſs right to 

depend 
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depend on this ſentiment, but they 


leave leſs for it to perform. 

An officer in my ſituation obtains 
appointments, that he may retire 
upon them: my penſion was for 
life; but J judged it my duty to 
reſign it altogether; and theſe are 
my reaſons for doing ſo. 

Beſides my being an officer, I 
am a member of the States of Bre- 
tany. Admitted before the age 


| preſcribed by law, into the boſom 


of that reſpectable aſſembly, I was 
there ſtruck with the wiſdom of 


the laws by which the Provence 


was governed, and 'I owe fidelity 
to thoſe laws of which the two 
firſt orders of the States which I 
am a member of, have remained 
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the faithful depoſitaries; and I ought 


leſs than another perſon to fubmit 
to an aſſembly, which, on the faith 
of a ſmall number of infamous men, 
the diſgrace of their country, and 
of ſome ſurreptitious addreſſes, has 
deſtroyed thoſe laws of which the 
Bretons will long regret the loſs. 
What, ſhall I ſubmit to an aſ- 
ſembly, in which virtue and reaſon 
can ſcarcely make their voices heard; 
and where domineers a vile mob of 
ingrateful and perfidious courtiers, 
apoſtate prieſts, and crafty agents of 
faction, who diſpute with ignorance, 
with baſeneſs, and obſcurity ; whoſe 
object being evil, have conſidered 
the condeſcention of granting them 
all they deſired, as a weakneſs which 


they 


MY 
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they ſhould take advantage of; as a 
motive for redoubling their violence; 
Who, in return for the ſacrifices 
made by the king, the nobleſſe, and 
the clergy, have thrown the king 
into chains, and menaced his life 


daily; deſpoiled the clergy of all 


their property, the nobleſſe of a 
part of theirs ; and delivered feyerat 
members of that body, and their 
poſſeſſions, to fire and ſword. Who, 
inexorable to thoſe who ſhew the 
leaſt ſhare of attachment to the 
throne, or to the laws of the king+ 
dom, are indulgent only to plun- 


derers and incendiaries; theſe they 
bluſh not to excuſe, with the pre- 
tence, that they have been miſled 


by falſe decrees, in order to diſcover 
what 


CT: 
what opinion the people entertain, 
and to make them their accomplices. 

I ſhall not ſtay to conſider the 


opprobrium with which my brave 


comrades are overwhelmed, neither 


the baſe corruption to which the 


uſeful and eſteemable claſs of ſailors 
have been a prey ; nor ſhall I dwell 
upon the abſurd code, rejected with 
contempt, even by thoſe whom it 
was intended to favour ; my attach- 
ment to my profeſſion renders all 


reflections on theſe ſubjects too 


painful. 

But my horror is redoubled by 
the guilty mixture of hypocriſy and 
rage, which I ſee manifeſted in the 
perſecution raiſed againſt religion. 
Faithful to the oath I took on re- 
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ceiving the crofs of St. Louis, I 
glory as much in being a Chriſtian 
knight, as in being a knight of 
France; and I ſigh at not poſſeſ- 
ſing the power to defend from in- 
ſolence and oppreſſion our reſpe&t- 
able biſhops and their worthy eo- 
partners ; and the virtuous religious 
of both ſexes, who pray for the 
people, and are, many of them, 
prodigal of their charitable care. 
But they receive from me at leaſt 
the homage of my reſpect for their 

1 virtues, and of my ſympathy for 
their ſufferings. 

Theſe are my ſentiments; theſe 
have determined me to fly a country 
which is the prey of all fort of 
crimes, and made me reject with 

horror 
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horror the idea of receiving from 
ſuch vile hands any part of a trea- 
ſure fed by theft and facrilege. 


(Signed) 
Le CHEVELIRE vt tA BINTINAYE. 


Dated at Bruſſels, 
May 3d, 1791. 


do 


do 


M. L'ABB E RAYNAL, 


Lue a Þ Aſemblee Nationale, 


LE 31 MAT. 


Mzss1EURS, 
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EN arrivant dans cette capitale, apres 
une longue abſence, mon cœur et mes 
regards ſe ſont tournès vers vous; et 
vous m/auriez aux pieds de votre au- 
guſte aſſemblee, ſi mon Age et mes in- 

* B flumités 
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firmites me permettoient de vous par- 
ter, ſans une trop vive Emotion des 
grandes choſes que vous avez faites, 
et de tout ce qui vous reſte a faire, pour 
fixer ſur cette terre agitee la paix, la 
liberte, le bonheur qu'il eſt dans votre 
intention de nous procurer. 

Ne croyez pas, meſheurs, que je 
ſois de ceux qui meconnoifſent le zele 
infatigable, les talens, les lumieres et 
le courage que vous avez montres dans 
vos immenſes travaux. Mais aflez 
d'autres vous en ont entretenus ; aſſez 
d'autres vous rapellent les titres que 
vous avez a l'eſtime de la nation; pour 
moi, ſoit que vous me conſideriez com- 
me un citoyen uſant de droit de peti- 


tion, 
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tion, ſoit que laiſſant un libre effor 2 
ma reconnoiflance, vous permettiez A 
un vieil-ami de la liberté, de vous ren- 


dre ce qu'il vous doit pour la protec- 
tion dont vous Vavez honore ; je vous 
ſupplie, de ne pas repouſſer des verites 
utiles; j'oſe depuis longtemps parler 
aux rois de leurs devoirs; ſouffrez qu'- 
aujourdhui je parle au peuple de ſes 
erreurs, et aux reprèſentans du peuple 
des dangers qui nous menacent tous. 
Je ſuis, je vous Pavoue, profonde- 
ment attriſte des deſordes et des crimes 
qui couvrent de deuil cet empire. Se- 
roit · il donc vrai qu'il fallat me rappel - 
ler avec effroi que je ſuis un de ceux 


auf en Eprouvant une indignation ge- 
* 2 nereuſe 
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nereuſe contre le pouvoir arbitraire, 
ait peut-etre donne des armes A la li- 
cence! La religion, les loix, Pautorits 
royale, l'ordre public, redemandent- 
ils donc à la philoſophie et à la raiſon 
les liens qui les uniffoient à cette grande 
ſociete dg la nation Francoiſe, comme 
fi, en pourſuivant les abus, en rappel- 
lant les droits des peuples, et les de- 
voirs du prince, nos efforts criminels 
avoient rompu ces liens? Mais non; 
jamais les conceptions hardies de la 


philoſophie n' ont ete preſentees par 


nous comme la meſure rigoureuſe des 


actes de la legiſlation. Vous ne pou- 
vez nous attribuer par erreur ce qui 
n'a pu reſulter que d'une fauſſe inter- 


pretation 
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pretation de nos principes. Et cepen- 
dant pret a deſcendre dans la nuit du 
tombeau, pret a quitter cette famille 
unmenſe, dont Jai fi ardemment deſi- 
re le bonheur. Que vois. je autour de 
moi? Des troubles religieux, des diſ- 
ſentions civiles, la conteſtation des uns, 
Paudace et Vemportement des autres, 
un gouvernement eſclave de la tyrannie 
populaire, le ſanctuaire des loix envi- 
ronne d'hommes effrents qui veulent 
alternativement ou les dicter, ou les 
braver, des ſoldats fans diſcipline, des 
. chefs ſans autorite, des miniſtres ſans 
moyens, un roi, le premier ami de fon 
peuple, plonge dans Jamertume, out- 
rage, menace, depouille de toute auto- 
* B 3 rite, 
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rite, et la puiſſance publique n'exiftant 
plus que dans les clubs, on des hom- 
mes ignorans et groſſiers oſent pro- 
nouncer ſur toutes ces queſtions poli- 
tiques. 

Telle eſt, meſſieurs, n'en doutez 
pas, telle eſt la veritable ſituation de 

la France. Un autre que moi n' oſeroit 
peut- etre vous le dire; mais je Voſe, 
parce que je le dois, parce je touche I 
ma quatre - vingtième anne, parce que 
on ne ſauroit m'accuſer de regret- 
ter l'ancien regime, parce qu'en gee 
miſſant ſur Vetat de deſolation od eſt 
Pegliſe de France, on ne m'accu- 
ſera pas d' etre un pretre fanatique, 
parce qu'en regardant comme le ſeul 


moyen 
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moyen de ſalut, le rẽtabliſſement de 
Pautorite legitime, on ne m' accuſera 
pas d'etre le partiſan du deſpotiſme et 
d'en attendre des faveurs, parce quꝰ en 
attaquant devant vous les Ecrivains qui 
ont incendie le royaume, qui en ont 
perverti Veſprit, on ne m'accuſera point 
de ne pas connoitre le prix de la li- 
berte de la preſſe. 

HElas ! j'ẽtois plein d'eſperance et 
de joie, lorſque je vous ai vu poſer les 
fondemens de la felicite publique, 
pourſuivre tous les abus, proclamer 
tous les droits, ſoummettre aux m8mes 
loix, à un regime uniforme, les di- 
verſes parties de cette empire. Mes 
yeux ſe ſont remplis de larmes, quand 

*B4 Yai 
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Fai vu les plus vils, les plus mechans 
des hommes employes comme inſtru- 
mens d'une utile revoluticn ; quand 
Jai vu le faint amour du patriotiſme 
proftitue à la ſceleratefle, et la licence 
marcher en triomphe ſous les enſeignes 
de la liberté. Leffroi geſt mele a ma 
juſte douleur, quand j ai vu briſer tous 
les reſſorts du gouvernement, et ſubſti- 
tuer d'impuiſſantes barriers à la neceſ- 
fite d' une force active et reprimante. 
Par- tout j'ai cherche les veſtiges de 
cette autorite centrale qu'une grande 
nation depoſe dans les mains du mo- 
narque, pour fa propre ſurete ; je ne 


les ai plus retrouves nulle part, j'ai 
cherche les principes conſervateurs des 


proprietes ; 
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proprietes ; et je les ai vu attaques : 
j'ai cherche ſous quel habit repoſe la 
ſecurits, la libert individuelle; et Jai 
vu Paudace toujours croiſſante de la 
multitude, attendant, invoquant le 
ſignal de la deſtruction que ſont pret à 
donner les factieux et les novateurs 
auſſi dangereux que les factieux. 

Pai entendu ces voix inſidieuſes qui 
nous environnent de fauſſes terreurs, 
pour detourner vos regards des veritas 
bles dangers, qui vous inſpirent de 
funeſtes defiances, pour vous faire 
abattre ſucceſſivement tous les appuis 
du gouvernement monarchique. J'ai 
| fremi ſur · tout, lorſquꝰobſervant dans ſa 
nouvelle vie ce peuple qui veut etre 

| libre, 
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libre, je Vai vu non ſeulement mẽcon- 
noitre les vertus ſociales, Phumanite, 
la juſtice, les ſeules baſes d'une liberte 
veritable, mais encore recevoir avec 


avidite de nouveaux germes de cor- 
ruption, et la laiſſer entourer de nou- 


velles cauſes d'eſclavage. 

Ah! meffieurs, combien Je ſouffre, 
lorſqu'au milieu de la capitale et dans 
le foyer des lumieres, je vois ce peuple 
ſeduit accueillir avec une joie feroce les 
propoſitions les plus coupables, ſourire 
aux recits des aſſaſſinats, chanter ſes 
crimes comme des conquètes, appeller 
ſtupidement des ennemis A la rẽvolu- 
ſion, la ſouiller avec complaiſance, 
fermer les yeux à tous les maux dont 
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TY 
il gaccable : car il ne ſait pas, ce mal- 
heureux peuple, que dans un ſeul 
crime repoſe le germe d'une infinite de 
calamite ! Je le vois rire et danſer ſur 
les ruines de ſa propre moralite, ſur les 
bords meme de l'abime qui peut en- 
gloutir ſes eſperances : ce ſpectacle de 
Joie eſt ce qui m'a le plus profondement 
emu. Votre indifference ſur cette dẽ- 
viation affreuſe de Veſprit public eſt la 
premiere et peuti-etre la ſeule cauſe du 
changement qui s'eſt fait a votre ẽgard, 
de ce changement par lequel des adu- 
lations corruptrices ou des murmures 
ctouffes par la crainte ont remplace les 
hommages purs que recevoient vos 
premiers travaux. 
Mais 


n 


” Bo... a eee 


( 52 ) 

Mais quelque courage que m'inſpire 
Fapproche de ma derniere heure, quel- 
que devoir que m'impoſe l'amour 
meme de la iiberts que j'ai profeſſce 
avant que vous fuſſiez; j'eprouve. ce- 
pendant en vous parlant le reſpect et la 
forte de craintes, dont aucun homme 
ne peut ſe defendre lorſqu'il ſe place 
par la penſce dans un rapport immediat 
avec les repreſentans d'un grand peu- 
ple. 

Dois- je m' arrèter ici ou continuer a 


vous parler comme la poſterite? Oui, 


meſſieurs, je vous crois dignes d' en- 
tendre ce langage. 
Jai mẽditẽ toute ma vie les idées 
que vous venez d' appliquer a la rege- 
neration 
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neration du royaume : je les maditois 


dans un temps, on, repouſſè par toutes 


les inſtitutions ſociales, par tous les 
interets, par tous les prejuges, elles ne 
prẽſentoient que la ſeduction d'une 
rive conſolante; alors aucun motif ne 
m'appelloit à peſer les difficulties d' ap- 
plication et les inconveniens terribles 
attaches aux abſtractions, lorſqu'on les 
inveſtit de la force qui commande aux 
hommes et aux choſes, lorſque la refiſt- 
ance des choſes et les paffions des hom- 
mes ſont des elemens neceffaires a com- 
biner. 

Ce que je n' ai du ni pu prevoir dans 
le temps et les circonſtances od J'ecris. 


vois, les circonſtances et le temps od 
vous 


0 
vous agiſſez, vous ordonnoient d'en 
tenir compte; et je crois devoir vous 
dire que vous ne avez pas aſſez fait. 
Par cette faute unique, mais conti- 
nue, vous avez vicie votre ouvrage: 
vous vous etes mis dans une ſituation 
telle que vous ne pouvez peut · etre le 
preſerver d'une ruine totale, qu'en re- 
venant ſur vos pas, od en indiquant 
cette marge retrograde à vos ſuc- 
ecſſeurs. Craindriez- vous d'emporter 
ſeuls toutes les haines qui aſſaillent 
Pautel de la liberté? Croyez, MM. 
que ce ſacrifice heroique ne ſera pas le 
moins conſolant des ſouvenirs qu'il 
vous ſera permis de garder. Quels 


hommes que ceux qui, laiſſant à leur 
patrie 
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patrie tout le bien qu'ils ont ſu faire, 
acceptent et reclament pour eux ſeuls 
les reproches qu' ont pu meriter des 
maux reels, des maux graves, mais 
dont ils pourrotent auſſi. n'accuſer que 
les circonſtances ! Je vous crois, MM. 
digne d'une fi haute deſtinee, et cette 
idee m'invite à vous retracer ſans m- 
nagement, ce que vous avez attache 
de defeQueux à la conſtitution Fran- 
caiſe. 

Appelles a regenerer la France, vous 
deviez conſiderer d'abord ce que vous 
pouviez utilement conſerver de Vordre 
ancien, et de plus ce que vous ne pou- 


viez pas en abandonner. 
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La France ẽtoit une monarchie, ſon 
&tendue, ſes beſoins, ſes meeurs, Veſprit 


national, $'oppoſent invinciblement 2 


ce que jamais des formes republicaines 
puiſſent y Etre admiſes, ſans y operer 
une diffolution totale. 


Le pouvoir monarchique Etoit vicis 
par deux cauſes, les baſes en ẽtoient 
entourees de prejuges, et les limites 
n'etoient marquees que par des reſift- 
| ances partielles. Epurer les principes 
en aſſeyant le trone ſur ſa veritable baſe, 
la ſouverainetẽ de la nation; poſer ſes 
limites en les placant dans la repre- 
fentation nationale, Etoit ce que vous 


aviez à faire, et vous croyez avoir 
fait. 


CG 
Mais en organiſant ces deux pou- 
voirs, la force et le fucces de la conſti- 
tution dẽpendoient de leur équilibre, 
et vous aviez a vous defendre contre la | 
pente actuelle des idees. ' Vous deviez 
voir que dans l' opinion le pouvoir des 
rois decline, et que les droits des peu- 
ples s' accroiſſent: ainſi en affoibliſſant 
ſans meſure ce qui tend naturellement 
a s'effacer, en fortifiant ſans proportion 
ce qui tend naturallement a $*accroitre, 
vous arriviez forcement à ce triſte re- 
ſultat, an roi ſans aucune autorits, un 
peuple ſans aucun Frein. 

C'eſt en vous livrant aux ècarts de 
opinion que vous avez favoriſe Pin- 
fluence de la multitude, et multiple à 

well © Vinfiny 
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Finfini les Elections populaires. N'au- 
riez vous pas oubliẽ que l election ſans 
ſeſſe renouvellee et le peu de dure des 
pouvoirs font une ſource de relache- 
ment dans les reſſorts politiques? N?au- 


riez-yous pas oublie que la force du 
gouvernement doit Etre en raiſon du 
nombre du ceux qu'il doit contenter 
et qu'il doit protẽger. 


Vous avez conſerve le nom de roi, 


mais dans votre conſtitution il n'eſt 
plus utile, et il eſt encore dangereux. 
Vous avez reduit ſon influence à celle 
que la corruption peut uſurper; vous 
Favez pour ainfi dire invite à combatre 
une conſtitution qui lui montre ſans 

ſeſſe 
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ſeſſe ce qu'il n'eſt pas, et ce qu il pou- 
roit tre. 

Voila, Meffieurs, un vice inherent 
a votre conſtitution, - un vice qui la 


detruira, fi vous et vos ſucceſſeurs ne 
vous hatez de Vextirper. 

Je ne vous parlerai point de toutes 
les fautes qui peuvent etre attribues 
aux circonſtances ; vous les apprenez 
vous-meme. Mais le mal que vous 
pouvez decruire, comment le laifſez 
vous ſubſiſter? comment-ſouffrez vous 
apres avoir declare le dogme de la 
liberté des impoſitions religieuſes, que 
les pretres ſoient accables de perſẽru · 
tions et d'outrages, parcequiils n*bbeiſ- 


ſent pas à votre opinion religieuſe. 
*C2 Comment 
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Comment ſouffrez vous, apres avoir 
conſacrẽ les principes de la liberté in- 
dividuelle qu'il exiſte dans votre ſein 
une inquiſition qui ſert de modeèle et de 
prẽtexte à toutes les inquiſitions ſubal- 
ternes, qu'une inquietude factieuſe a 
ſemẽes dans toutes les parties de l' empire. 

Comment n'etes vous pas Epouvantes 
de Paudace et du ſucces des &crivains 
qui profanent le nom de patriotes ? plus 
puiſſans que vos decrets, ils dẽtruiſent 
tous les jours ce que vous Edifiez. 
Vous voulez un gouvernement mo- 
narchique, et ils s efforcent de le ren- 
dre odieux, vous voulez la liberte du 
peuple, et ils veulent faire du peu- 
ple les plus feroces des tyrans, vous 


voulez 


. 
voulez regenerer les mœurs et ils com- 
mandent le triomphe du vice, Pim- 
punitẽ du crime. 

Je ne vous parlerai pas, Meſſieurs, 
de vos operations de finance, a Dieu 
ne plaiſe que ſe veuille augmenter les 
inquietudes ou diminuer les eſperances. 
La fortune publique eſt encore entiere 
dans vos mains; mais croyez bien qu'il 
n'y a ni impot, ni credit, ni recette, 
ni depenſe aſſurèe, 1a oy le gouverne- 
ment n'eſt ni puiſſant ni reſpectẽ. 

Et quelle forme de gouvernement 
pourroit rèſiſter à cette domination 
nouvelle des clubs Vous avez detruit 
toutes les corporations, et la plus co- 
loſſale gt la plus formidable des aggre- 
. * C 3 gations 
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gations $'ElEve ſur vos rates ; elle diſ- 


ſout tous les pouvoirs. La France en- > 
ticre preſente deux tribus tres pronon- 
cẽs. Celle des gens de bien, des eſ- 


prits moderes eſt Eparſe, muette, con- 


ſternèe, tandis que les hommes violens 
ſe preſſent, s ẽlectriſent et forment ces 
volcans redoutables qui vomiſſent tant 
des laves enflammee. 

Vous avez fait un declaration des 
droits, et cette declaration imparfaite, 
fi vous la rapprochez des abſtrations 


 metaphiſyques, a rẽpandu dans Vem- 

pire Frangois des germes nombreux 
de deſorganiſation et de deſordre. 

Sans ceſſe heſitant entre les principes 


qu'une fauſſe pudeur vous empeche de 
modifier 
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madifier, et les cireonſtances qui vous 
arrachent des exceptions; vous faites 
toujours trop peu pour l'utilitẽ pub- 
lique, et trop ſelon votre doctrine. 
Vous &tes ſouvent inconſtquens et im- 
politiques au moment où vous vous ef- 


forcez de n'etre ni l'un ni l'autre, c'eſt 
ainſi qu'en perpeEtuant Veſclavage des 
noirs, vous n'en avez pas moins par 
votre deciſion ſuf les gens de couleur, 
allarmé le commonad , et expoſe vos 


colonies. 

Croyez, Meſſieurs, qu aucune de ces 
obſervations n'echappe aux amis de la 
libertè; ils vous redemandent le dé- 
pot de Vopinion publique, dont vous 
n'etes que les organes, et qui n'ont 

*C 4- plus 
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plus aujourdhui de caractere. L'Eu- 
rope Etonnee vous regarde; l'Europe, 
qui peut etre ebranlée juſques dans ſes 
fondemens, par la propagation de vos 
principes, s'indigne de leur exagera- 
tion. 

Le ſilence de ſes princes peut etre ce- 
lui de Veffroi; mais n'aſpirez pas, meſ- 
ſieurs, au funeſte honneur de vous ren- 
dre redoutables par des innovations im- 
moderees, auſſi dengerends pour vous- 
memes que pour vos voiſins. Ouvrez 
encore une fois les annales du monde; 
rapellez à votre aide la ſageſſe des ſiècles, 
et voyez combien d' empires ont peri par 
Panarchie : il eſt temps de fair ceſſer 
celle qui nous deſole, d' arrẽter les ven- 


geances, 


* 


( 63 ) 
geances, les  ſeditions, les ẽmeutes, de 


nous rendre enfin la paix et la confiance. 


Pour arriver à ce but ſalutaire, vous 
n' avez qu'un moyen, et ce moyen ſeroit 
en reviſant vos dẽcrets, de reunir et de 
renfoncer des pouvoirs affoiblis par leur 
diſperſion, de confier au roi toute Ia 
force nẽceſſaire pour aſſurer la puiſſance 
des loix, de veiller ſur-tout à la liberte 
des afſemblees primaires, dont les fac- 
tions ont Eloigne tous les citoyens ver- 
tuex et ſages, 

Et ne croyez pas, meſſieurs, que le 
retabliſſement du pouvoir exẽcutif puiſle 
etre Pouvrage de vos ſucceſſeurs; non, 
ils arriveront avec moins de force que 
vous n'en aviez; ils auront I conquerir 

cette 
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cette opinion populaire dont vous avez 
diſpoſe; vous pouvez ainſi recreer ce 


que vous avez detruit on laifſe de- 


truite. | 
Vous avez pole les baſes de la libertẽ 
de toute conſtitution raiſonnable, en aſ- 
ſurant au peuple le droit de faire ſes loix, 
et de ſtatuer ſur Vimpot. L'anarchie en- 
gloutira mEmes ces droits Eminens, fi 
vous ne les metiez ſous la garde d'un 


gouvernement actif et vigoureux; et le 


deſpotiſme nous attend, fi vous repouſ- 


ſez toujours la protection tutẽlaire de 
Lautorite royale. 
J'ai recueilli mes forces, meſſieurs, 


pour vous parler le langage auſtère de 


la verite, Pardonnez à mon 2cle, a 
mon 
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mon amour pour la patrie, ce que mes 
remonſtrances peuvent avoir de trop 
libre, et croyez à mes vœux ardens pour 
votre gloire, autant quꝰà mon profound 


reſpect, 


GuIiLLAUME-T HOMAS RAYNAL. 


"> 
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JApPREN Ds que je ſuis l object de 
la calomnie, je dois la repoufſer.” Pex- 
poſerat me nn eti les ſonxirtſers | 
qui Bont dict. 

Jai ſu que Monieur — 
d'après une lettre que je lui al bcrite; a 


noh parle 


1 
parlé de moi a Paſſemblee du manege, 


et que quelques miſcrables impriment 
qu'en declarant que je ne rentrerai 
jamais en France, je ſollicite une pen- 
ſion. Ces deux faits ſont faux. Je 
nai point declare que je ne rentrerois 
jamais en France, et je rai point de- 


mandè de penſion. 


Les forfaits of 6 Octobre ayant rendu 


maitres de la France les ſcelerats qui 
les avoient trames, je m'indignai de 
dependre d'eux, et jadreflai au Com- 
mandant de la Marine à Breſt la de- 
mande de ma retraite. Le Command- 
ant me repondit qu'il avoit fait part de 
ma demande au Miniſtre, en le priant 
d' obtenir pour moi les graces du Roi 


dont 
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G 
dont mon grade et ma poſition mee 
rendoient ſuſceptible. . L'examen de 
ma demande et des obſervations du 
commandant fut renyoye au mois de 
Mars, 1790. | ; v9 

Au mois d'Avril 6 ae 
par les reflexions qui naiſſoient des 
nouveaux EvEnemens qui s' etoĩent ſuc- 
cedes depuis le mois d' Octobre, q; en- 
voyai ma deEmiſſion pure et ſimple a 
Monſieur de ia Luzerne, et je ſortis de 
France. . 

Lorſque Monſieur. de Flurien fur 
nomme Miniſtre de la Marine, je lui 
Ecrivis pour l'informer que mon nom 
devoit etre efface de la liſte de Ia | 


Marine, et que s il sy trouvoit encore, 


Ce 
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ce ne pouvoit Etre que par erreur. Je 
lui declarois que je renongois à ma 
penſion, Etant très- rẽſolu à ne pas ren- 
trer en ce moment en France pour 


m'aſſujettir aux formalites, au prix 
deſquelles s ouvre maintenant le treſor 
public. Ceux qui croyent que le regne 
de Panarchie n'aura point de terme 
peuvent croire que je n'y rentreria 
jamais. Mais je dois publier que je 
ſais trop attache à ma Patrie dont je 
plains les malheurs et pour laquelle 
| Pait fait quelques ſacrifices pour ne pas 
m' empreſſer d'y rentrer auſſi- tůt qu'un 
honnete homme pourra s'y montrer 
fidele à ſon Dieu, à ſon Roi, et à des 
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. 
| Loix qui ne ſoient pas le crime rẽduit 
en principe. 29681 
Cette penſion dont je ne veux plus, 
je Pavois obtenue en »779, apres une 
bleſſure regue au combat de la Sur- 
veillante on j'etois ſecond de Monſieur 
du Coucdie. Je n'ai pas beſoin d'en 
rappeller les circonftances, Si la 
France les a oublices, on s'en ſouvient 
ailleurs, et trop pour qu'on ne fut pas 
etonne. de me voir m'avilir pour con- 
ſerver un traitement pecumaire. 
L'eclat de ce combat et ma bleſſure 
me procurerent alors un avancement 
extraordinaire, et me firent obtenir en 
1786 le grade de Major de Vaiſſeau. 
Je ne puis attribuer à d' autres motifs la 
* 
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preference que j'obtins ſur des cama- 
rades dont Pexemple étoit l'objet de 
mon émulation et l'eſtime ma plus pre- 
eieuſe rẽcompenſe. 

Je me permets d' obſerver ici que 
Monſieur Roberts qui ẽtoit ſecond de 
notre brave et malheureux adverſaire 


eſt Capitaine de Vaiſſeau depuis 1782. 
Je n'aurois pas obtenu ce grade en 
France avant dix ans d'ici. Voila la 
difference de Vavancement dans les 
deux Marines, Angloiſe et Frangoile. 
Mais Phonneur, le veritable prix de la 
Nobleſſe F rangoiſe moderoit ambition 
militaire autant qu'il animoit le zele. 


Le Gouvernement Anglois n'a pas 
| moins 
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moins le droit de compter ſur Vhon- 
neur, mais il lui a moins laifſe I faire. 

Un Officier dans ma poſition obte- 
noit ſes appointemens pour retraite, 
ma penſion Etoit a vie. C'etoit le prix 
de mon ſang. Mais j'ai cru devoir 
renoncer au tout. Voici mes motifs, 5 

D'abord je ſuis membre des <tats 
de Bretagne, Admis avant l'àge pre- 
ſcrit par la loi dans le ſein. de cette 
reſpeRtable afſerablee, je m'y ſuis p6- 
netre de la ſageſſe des loix qui gouy 
vernoient la province, Je dots fidelite 
a ces loix dont les deux premiers or- 
dres n' ont jamais voulu trahir le depot. 
Je dois moins qu'un autre me ſou- 
mettre à une aſſemblee qui, ſur la foi 
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d'un petit nombre de ſcilerats l'op. 


probre de leur patrie, et de quelques 


adreſſes menſongeres, a detruit ces 


loix dont les Bretons regretteront 


long - temps la perte. 


Quoi! je me ſoumettrois à une aſ- 
ſemblee on la vertu et la raiſon peuvent 
à peine faire entendre leur voix , et on 
domine une vile tourbe de courtiſans 
_ et perfides, de pretres apoſtats, 

et Caſtucieux ſuppots de chicane qui 
ſe diſputent d'ignorance, de baſſeſſe, 
et de noirceur, qui n'ayant que le mal 
pour but, n'ont vu dans la conde- 
ſcendance à leur accorder tout ce 
qu'ils avoient demands qu'un avantage 
a faifir, et un motif de redoubler de 


violence; 


(9 3 


violence; qui pour prix des facrifices 


faits par le roi, la nobleſſe et le clergs, 


ont mis le roi dans les fers et menacent 


journellement ſa vie, ont depouille le 


clerge de tous ſes biens, la nobleſſe 


d'une partie des ſiens, et livrent ſes 
membres et ſes poſſeſſions au fer et 
aux flammes; qui inexorables pour la 
moindre trace d'attachement au trone 
et aux loix du royaume, et indulgens 
pour les brigands et les incendiaires, 
ne rougiſſent pas de les excuſer comme 
trompeEs par de faux decrets, de re- 
connoitre ainſi Phorrible opinion que 
le peuple a d'eux et de trahir leur 


complicité. 


8 Je 
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le ne m'arrèterai point ſur les op- 


probres dont on a accable mes braves 
comarades, ni fur Pindigne corruption 
dont Putile et eſtimable claſſe des ma- 
telots a été la proye, ni ſur ce code 
abſurde rejette avec mepris par ceux 
meme qu'on a voulu favoriſer. Mon 
attachement à mon metier rend trop 
douloureuſe la reflexion fur ces ob- 
Jets. 

Mais ce qui a redouble mon hor- 
reur, C'eſt le melange atroce d'hypo- 
criſie et d'acharnement qui ſe manifeſte 
dans la perſecution exercee contre la 
religion. Fidele aux ſermens que j'ai 
pr. tẽs en recevant la croix de faint 


Louis, 


tis 3 
Louis, je me fais gloire d'&re Che- 
valier Chretien comme Chevalier Fran- 
coils. Je gémis de ne pouvoir défendre 


contre leurs inſolens et làches oppreſ- 


ſeurs nos reſpectahles eveques, leurs 
dignes cooperateurs, les vertueux CE- 
nobites des deux ſexes qui prient pour 
te peuple et dont pluſieurs lui prodi- 
guent des ſoins charitables. Qu'ils 
recoivent du moins Phommage de mon 
reſpect pour leurs vertus et de ma 
ſenſibilitè pour leurs ſouffrances. 

Voila mes ſentimens, voilà ce qui 
m'a determine a fuir une terre en 


proye à tous les crimes, et à rejetter 


avec horreur Videe de recevoir par des 
mains 


* . 
mains ſcẽlẽrates une part d'un treſor 
alimente par le vol et le ſacrilege. 
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